
 

   
 

March 14, 2020 

Dear Church Family, 

The Official Board of Calvary Independent Church has spent the past few days deliberating over how it would be best for our church 

to handle the situation that we have found ourselves in.  We began discussions on Thursday via text message, continued the 

discussion by conference call on Friday night and finalized our decision at our board meeting this morning.  Following much 

discussion, prayer and deliberation, we have decided that it would be best for our congregation to suspend all activities church-wide 

beginning immediately on Saturday March 14th and continuing through Saturday March 28th.  This means that we expect to resume 

activities as scheduled on Sunday March 29; however, the board is planning to meet again on Saturday March 28 to review the 

situation as it stands at that time and determine if further action is required. 

As a board, we also wanted to make sure that the congregation is fully aware of why we came to this decision.  Our congregation 

consists of many individuals who are considered to be at risk according to CDC guidance.  We also have many members who are care 

givers for those who are at risk.  We are not cancelling our regular meetings due to fear of the corona virus, rather, we are cancelling 

our regular church services to support our church family members who are at risk by doing what we can to slow the spread of the 

disease.  Again, this is not out of fear but is out of love. 

Romans 14:13 (NIV) Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling 

block or obstacle in the way of a brother or sister. 

The Board also praised the Lord today for His provision as we move into this situation.  The Board of Elders has been working on 

plans to organize the church into care groups headed by the Elders.  Those plans took shape today and will provide us with an 

effective way to continue to fellowship and communicate with one another as a full church throughout this situation.  God is so 

good.  The Elders have been working toward this for months and it has come to fruition today with God’s perfect timing.  That being 

said, please be on the lookout for more information about these groups.  At our meeting, Pastor Chuck suggested that we change 

the name from Care Groups to Prayer Groups. 

Therefore, it is our desire as a board that we would not allow this time to be a time of fear, rather, that we would seek the face of 

God as His people through prayer.  We ask that each of us would turn to the Lord in prayer at this time and thank Him for His love 

and for His gracious provision. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 (NIV) If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from 

their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

Also, please keep in mind that even though we have suspended meetings at our church building our ministry is still going forward 

and requires our financial support.  We still have obligations to support our local ministry as well as the ministries that take place 

through our missionaries.  If you would like to tithe during this time you can send a check made out to Calvary Independent Church 

at 424 East Moody Avenue, New Castle, PA 16105 by mail. 

In the Love of Christ, 

Head Elder, Chuck Gavroy 

Head Trustee, Brandon Fombelle 

On behalf of the Official Board of Calvary Independent Church 


